Lord Siva's Miracles 75

Lord Somasundereswara regularly in the temple. The
king's concubine suggested to him that a rival musician
should be engaged to sing and Banabhadra's wife
should be humiliated.

Accordingly the king got a singer from ceylon
and asked her if she would accept a challenge from the
singer from Ceylon. She readily agreed.

Next day, the two musicians arrived for the
contest. The Ceylon musician at the outset asked
Banabhadra's wife some questions about the science of
music. Banabhadra's wife refused to indulge in such
discussions and proposed the condition that the person
defeated in the contest should become the servant of the
winner.

The contest took place and the audience which
was inclined to consider Banabhadra's wife to be the
winner noticed that the king was inclined the other way
and changed their view in accordance with that of the
king. The king said that the result of the contest could
not be judged on the basis of a single sitting and asked
the contestants to continue the contest the next day also.
Banabhadra's wife became aware of the leanings of the
king and was worried. She prayed unto Lord
Somasundareswara and the Lord assured her that He
would help her to become the winner in the adjourned
session of the contest.

During the next day's contest things happened
as on the earlier day. Banabhadra's wife told the king
that, because he showed unfair leaning to the rival, the
audience also followed him and that it would be but fair if